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(NAPSA)—Bats, those often
misunderstood night friends, are
getting their day in the sun.
American bats are making their
debut on postage stamps.

The Postal Service has the sup-
port of the National Wildlife Fed-
eration and Bat Conservation
International, Inc., to promote the
American Bats stamps and
National Stamp Collecting Month.
Both groups provide educational
guides to help children learn about
the crucial role bats play in help-
ing to preserve the environment.

This stamp pane consists of
four different stamp designs fea-
turing photographs of bats whose
ranges include the continental
United States.

The red bat is found through-
out North America, except for the
extreme north, the southern half
of Florida and arid regions. It is
one of the few bat species that
bears two or more young each
birth. The red bat is solitary,
roosting alone in dense foliage.
When it hangs upside down by
one foot, its predators may be
fooled by its resemblance to a
dead leaf. The bat on this stamp
is also known as the eastern red
bat.

The pallid bat is found in west-
ern North America, where its
pale, sandy color allows it to blend
with its desert surroundings. Its
prey consists primarily of crickets,
grasshoppers, beetles and other
denizens of the desert floor.

The spotted bat is found in the
western United States, British
Columbia and Mexico where the
staple of its diet is believed to be
moths. Its ears, the largest of any
bat on the continent, measure
nearly two inches, and help the
spotted bat forage for prey.

The leaf-nosed bat is found pri-
marily in caves or abandoned
mines in Southern California,
Nevada, Arizona and northern
Mexico. Its large ears allow it to
hear the extremely faint sounds of
insects such as grasshoppers and
caterpillars walking amid dense
foliage, and its large eyes provide
excellent night vision.  

Of approximately 950 bat
species in the world, 45 are found
in North America. The only true
flying mammals, bats have long
been feared and misunderstood,
but they are actually beneficial to
humans. North American bats
help balance populations of night-
flying insects, including mosqui-
toes in our own backyards and
pests that cost farmers millions of
dollars annually.

The American Bats stamps,
and all recently issued stamps
and philatelic products, as well as
the free USA Philatelic catalog,
are available by calling toll free 
1-800-STAMP-24. The stamps
and a selection of current U.S.
stamps and gift items are also
available at the Postal Store at
www.usps.com/shop.

American Bats Make A Postage Stamp Debut

This leaf-nosed bat is found
primarily in caves. Contrary to
one popular myth, bats are not
blind. In fact, many have superb
night vision.

A Revolutionary
Approach To Business
(NAPSA)—If businesses are to

thrive in turbulent times, innova-
tion has to become a way of life for
executives and managers. 

That’s the theme of a new book
from a leading business strategist
and expert in organizational
change. Based on an extensive

study of companies such as Charles
Schwab, Virgin and GE Capital,
the book describes what author
Gary Hamel refers to as radical
innovation and how to achieve it. 

Leading the Revolution (Plume,
$16.00) shows how companies can
create the future, instead of wast-
ing time trying to predict it.

The book also explores where
revolutionary new business con-
cepts come from and identifies the
key design criteria for building
companies that are activist-
friendly and revolution-ready.

Hamel has led change initia-
tives within many of the world’s
leading companies. In his work he
helps companies to imagine and
create the new rules, new busi-
nesses and new industries that
will define the industrial land-
scape of the future.

Leading The Revolution is
available wherever books are sold.
Learn more at www.leadingthe
revolution.com.

(NAPSA)—Do-it-yourselfers
often avoid projects using concrete
simply because they don’t know
what characteristics to look for
when purchasing a concrete mix. 

The requirements of nearly any
home-improvement project using
concrete can be met by one of four
concrete mixes: standard concrete,
fiber-reinforced or crack-resistant
concrete, high-early strength con-
crete, or fast-setting concrete. The
key to selecting the appropriate
concrete mix for a particular pro-
ject depends on three components:
concrete strength, cost and set-
ting-and-curing time. 

“Concrete mixes are designed
with characteristics to meet the
very specific demands of any con-
crete project whether it’s repairing
steps, building a wall or patching
a sidewalk,” said Dennis Winches-
ter, executive vice president of
QUIKRETE, the leading producer of
packaged concrete. “Understand-
ing the characteristics of each con-
crete mix is vital in the selection
process.”

Standard concrete mix is appro-
priate for many projects due to its
industry standard 3,500 pounds
per square inch (psi) and user-
friendly qualities. While the mix
does require 24 hours to cure, it is
a very cost-efficient means to suc-
cessfully handle both repair and
do-it-yourself concrete projects.

High-early strength concrete,
such as QUIKRETE 5000, acceler-
ates set-up time and generates
more heat than standard concrete
mix, which allows for its use in
cold temperatures. In addition,
high-early strength concrete can
be walked on in just 10 to 12
hours and cures at 5,000 psi, mak-
ing the mix ideal for applications
such as slabs, footings, steps,
columns, walls and patios. 

Fiber-reinforced concrete or
crack-resistant concrete is a con-
struction-grade mix that elimi-
nates the need for wire mesh by

utilizing thousands of synthetic
fibers for maximized resistance to
shrinkage cracks, and impact
damage and chipping. Slightly
more expensive than standard
concrete, fiber-reinforced concrete
reaches 4,000 psi in 28 days, and
is appropriate for projects that
require a minimum thickness of
two inches to ensure durability,
crack resistance and impact
strength.

Fast-setting concrete is a spe-
cial blend of cements, sand and
gravel that provide set-up in 20 to
40 minutes without any mixing
and yields 4,000 psi in 28 days.
Most commonly used to set posts
for fences, mailboxes and lamps,
fast-setting concrete is considered
the most user-friendly mix on the
market.

“In addition to knowing the
characteristics of the four main
types of concrete, consumers
should be sure to select a concrete
brand that meets all ASTM (The
American Society for Testing and
Materials) standards, as is the
case with QUIKRETE, which manu-
facturers all its concrete at 4,000
psi or stronger,” Winchester said.

For information about the
characteristics of concrete mixes
and which mix to use for what
projects, visit www.quikrete.com
or call the QUIKRETE Technology
Center at 1-770-216-9580.

The Cure For Concrete Confusion

(NAPSA)—Babies and toddlers
who routinely eat a variety of
fruits and vegetables start life
with a real health advantage.
Help your baby develop a lifetime
of healthful eating habits by work-
ing toward offering five or more
servings of fruits and vegetables a
day. Include a wide variety of fla-
vors, colors, shapes and textures
appropriate for their age, to make
eating fruits and vegetables more
enjoyable as well as nutritious.
For more information, visit
www.gerber.com, www.5aday.com
and www.aboutproduce.com.

To help get the school year off
to a good start for your student,
make a place in your home that
promotes good study habits. As
the largest closeout retailer in
America, Big Lots has an array of
school supplies such as pens,
crayons, pencils and filler paper
for as little as 25 cents. Big Lots,
which operates 1,300 stores in 45
states, is also a good source for
ready-to-assemble computer
desks, work tables and other
accessories that can help create a
healthy homework haven for your
child—all at closeout prices. To
find a nearby Big Lots, visit
www.biglots.com.

A charming puppy and kitten
will be featured on new 37-cent

First-Class Neuter or Spay
postage stamps to be issued by
the U.S. Postal Service in Sep-
tember. The Neuter or Spay
stamps show a male puppy and a
female kitten that were pho-
tographed in a Connecticut ani-
mal shelter while awaiting adop-
tion. The puppy was neutered and
the kitten was spayed and both
were adopted into loving homes.
The sheets of stamps also feature
a toll-free telephone number, 1-
888-PETS911, and a Web site
address, www.pets911.com printed
on the selvage of each pane of 20
stamps. These resources can be
used to obtain additional neuter
and spay information. To see all
the 2002 stamps, visit www.usps.
com/shop.

(NAPSA)—Before beginning
any indoor painting project, you
should brush up on these impor-
tant safety tips: 

• The most important thing to
do first, is read the paint can label.
It can tell you if the paint contains
anything that may be flammable,
combustible, poisonous, corrosive
or otherwise dangerous.

• Open all windows and doors
to increase ventilation and dilute
vapors. If the paint is flammable,
eliminate all sources of ignition,
including flames from pilot lights
for hot water heaters. Don’t smoke
and don’t use electrical equipment
that could spark. 

• Modern paint contains no
lead, but if you are working in an
older home, there is a chance that
there may be old, lead-based paint
on the walls or trim. Sanding or
scraping old lead paint can gener-
ate dangerous lead-contaminated
dust. For more information on
dealing with old lead hazards, call
1-800-424-LEAD.

• Once you start to paint,
never let anyone intentionally
breathe in paint vapors. Clean up
any spills promptly.

• If paint is swallowed, follow
first aid instructions on the label
and call a doctor or poison control
center immediately. In case of
dizziness, nausea or irritated
eyes, leave the work area and
breathe plenty of fresh air. If
symptoms persist or you have dif-

ficulty breathing, see a doctor.
• Wear a long-sleeved shirt

and long pants, splash goggles,
butyl-rubber gloves (avoid natural
latex gloves) to protect yourself
when working with paint marked
“Danger/Warning” or “Caution.” If
irritation occurs, see a doctor. If
you get paint in your eyes follow
first aid instructions on the label.
Often they call for flushing the
eyes immediately with tepid
water for 15 minutes. Always get
medical treatment. 

It’s important the paint and
related materials are cleaned up
and disposed of properly. For more
safe painting tips visit the
National Paint and Coatings Asso-
ciation Web sites at www.paint.org
and www.paintinginfo.org. 

Brush Up On These Painting Safety Tips

BEFORE YOU PAINT—Read
the paint can label and open the
windows for ventilation.

Sandra Day O’Connor, the first
woman appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court, was sworn in as
an associate justice in 1981.

***
Gratitude is when memory is
stored in the heart and not in
the mind.

—Lionel Hampton
***

***
A little learning is a dangerous
thing, but a lot of ignorance is
just as bad.

—Bob Edwards
***




